Key Points
“Perfect schools are the result not so much
of good methods as of good teachers,
teachers who are thoroughly prepared and
well-grounded in the matter they have to
teach; who possess the intellectual and
moral qualifications required by their
important office; who cherish a pure and
holy love for the youths confided to them,
because they love Jesus Christ and His
Church“
“The proper and immediate end of
Christian education is to cooperate with
divine grace in forming the true and
perfect Christian, that is, to form Christ
Himself in those regenerated by Baptism “
For what shall it profit a man, if he gain
the whole world, and suffer the loss of
his soul?
The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom
Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom,
Pray for us!

Education must have spiritual
development as the priority.
Parents have been given ultimate
authority over the education of their
children by God.
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All areas of the curriculum should
promote virtue and spiritual
development.
‘Sex-Ed’ should be taught by parents in
light of Catholic Morality at a time that
is appropriate to each child.
Teachers should be of sufficient
professional and moral qualification
and should be practising Catholics
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“In fact, since education consists essentially in
preparing man for what he must be and for
what he must do here below, in order to attain
the sublime end for which he was created, it is
clear that there can be no true education which
is not wholly directed to man's last end, ...there
can be no ideally perfect education which is not
Christian education.“
“The family therefore holds directly from the
Creator the mission and hence the right to
educate the offspring, a right inalienable because
inseparably joined to the strict obligation, a right
anterior to any right whatever of civil society
and of the State, and therefore inviolable on the
part of any power on earth.”
"Parents are under a grave obligation to see to
the religious and moral education of their
children, as well as to their physical and civic
training, as far as they can, and moreover to
provide for their temporal well-being."
“Leo XIII declares in another memorable
encyclical, where He thus sums up the rights
and duties of parents: "By nature parents have a
right to the training of their children, but with
this added duty that the education and
instruction of the child be in accord with the end
for which by God's blessing it was begotten.
Therefore it is the duty of parents to make every
effort to prevent any invasion of their rights in
this matter .”

“Every method of education founded, wholly or
in part, on the denial or forgetfulness of original
sin and of grace, and relying on the sole powers
of human nature, is unsound. Such, generally
speaking, are those modern systems bearing
various names which appeal to a pretended self
-government and unrestrained freedom on the
part of the child, and which diminish or even
suppress the teacher's authority and action,
attributing to the child an exclusive primacy of
initiative, and an activity independent of any
higher law, natural or divine, in the work of his
education.“
“Another very grave danger is that naturalism
which nowadays invades the field of education
in that most delicate matter of purity of morals.
Far too common is the error of those who with
dangerous assurance and under an ugly term
propagate a so-called sex-education, falsely
imagining they can forearm youths against the
dangers of sensuality by means purely natural,
such as a foolhardy initiation and precautionary
instruction for all indiscriminately, even in
public; and, worse still, by exposing them at an
early age to the occasions, in order to accustom
them, so it is argued, and as it were to harden
them against such dangers.”
“The first natural and necessary element in this
environment, as regards education, is the
family, and this precisely because so ordained
by the Creator Himself.

Accordingly that education, as a rule, will be
more effective and lasting which is received in a
well-ordered and well-disciplined Christian
family; and more efficacious in proportion to the
clear and constant good example set, first by the
parents, and then by the other members of the
household “
“We renew and confirm their declarations,[48]
as well as the Sacred Canons in which the
frequenting of non-Catholic schools, whether
neutral or mixed, those namely which are open
to Catholics and non-Catholics alike, is
forbidden for Catholic children, and can be at
most tolerated, on the approval of the Ordinary
alone, under determined circumstances of place
and time, and with special precautions.[49]
Neither can Catholics admit that other type of
mixed school, (least of all the so-called "école
unique," obligatory on all), in which the students
are provided with separate religious instruction,
but receive other lessons in common with nonCatholic pupils from non-Catholic teachers.”
“Leo XIII says in a pithy sentence:
Greater stress must be laid on the employment
of apt and solid methods of teaching, and, what
is still more important, on bringing into full
conformity with the Catholic faith, what is
taught in literature, in the sciences, and above all
in philosophy, on which depends in great part
the right orientation of the other branches of
knowledge. “

